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her operations. Emergent in the English fifteenth century is the possibility that the prudent prince can effectively
""Fortune-proof"" himself by the exercise of foresight and the qualities of vertue - a trait remarkably
anticipatory of its Italian and Machiavellian counterpart, virtu. This view is introduced to England by the poet
John Lydgate and flourishes in the second half of the fi:eenth century. In addition to Lydgate, Strohm
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Edward IV, and the Great Chronicle of London. He also oFers an appreciation of the collective linguistic and
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