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talent for textual and cultural analysis to the second half of the latter part of the fi:eenth century, arguing that
England experienced its own ""pre-Machiavellian"" moment between 1450 and 1485. These turbulent decades
encouraged new pragmatic discussions of political policies of a sort not previously seen and not to be seen
again until the middle of the sixteenth century. Strohm contends that England had no need to await the
writings of Machiavelli to find its voice in matters of practical statecra: and political calculation. In support of
this thesis, he analyzes a range of mainly vernacular fi:eenth-century English political texts along with several
contemporary writings from Burgundy, France, and Italy. The writers of these texts are unsentimental,
shrewdly informed, and keenly concerned with political practice in the world. Intricately connected with this
new discussion of worldly politics is a revised, and more hopeful, view of the individual's relation to Fortune and
her operations. Emergent in the English fifteenth century is the possibility that the prudent prince can effectively
""Fortune-proof"" himself by the exercise of foresight and the qualities of vertue - a trait remarkably
anticipatory of its Italian and Machiavellian counterpart, virtu. This view is introduced to England by the poet
John Lydgate and flourishes in the second half of the fi:eenth century. In addition to Lydgate, Strohm
considers the imaginative accomplishments of other undercredited writers of the period, such as Fortescue,
Pecock, Whethamstede, Warkworth, and the unnamed authors of Somnium Vigilantis, Historie of the Arrivall of
Edward IV, and the Great Chronicle of London. He also oFers an appreciation of the collective linguistic and
symbolic endeavors of those in the...
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