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indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: . together and aided by assistants. Subsequently we find Wm. Crookes, a
specialist in the matter of spectra, and Olszewski a specialist in the matter of extreme low temperature, called
in, each to aid in his department. Fourth. The discovery is of considerable interest from the fact that it is about
seventy years since a new non-metal has been discovered. We refer to bromine discovered by the French
chemist Balard, in 1826. Since that time a large number of rare metals have been added to the chemists family
of elements, but no non-metal until argon. Fifth. Argon now takes the position of the most inactive element, a
position formerly held by nitrogen. Sixth. If the atomic weight of argon is 40, as is now supposed, the substance
does not find proper place in Mendeleev s classification. Perhaps, however, the atomic weight accepted is
incorrect; so that the periodic table of the great Russian chemist may not be unduly disturbed. Seventh. Except
argon, every chemical element known forms compounds with other elements. It is likely, therefore, that in the
future argon may give rise to a new series of compounds, but as yet this is a question. Eighth. In regard to the
functions of argon in the atmosphere, while nothing definite can be stated at present, we may find in the future
that it has some important offices in connection with living animals and living plants. This feature will be of
practical interest to physiologists; for, although...
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