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only poem she is known to have written. The story goes that, as
they were driving home in the family coach one evening in
1756, they talked of Flodden, and Gilbert wagered a pair of
gloves or a set of ribbons against his sister s chances as a
writer of a successful ballad on the subject. After this there was
silence, and by the time the journey was ended the rough draft
of the song was ready. When presently it was published
anonymously, and with the most sacred silence on the part of
the writer herself and of her friends as to authorship, it won
instant success. Readers were at first inclined to believe that
Miss Elliott s Flowers of the Forest was a genuine relic of the
past suddenly and in some miraculous way restored in its
perfection. Nor is this to be wondered...
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