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Excerpt: . . . nt. All students now need a strong foundation of skills and knowledge to excel in life after high
school. The testimony that todays witnesses will provide makes the important point that the modern workplace
is very different than it was when Americas high schools were first designed. In many cases even the most basic
job applications must be completed on computers--good thing | am not applying--requiring almost every
person to have at least a basic understanding of technology. Technology is only one piece of the pie. A student
graduating from high school must have a broad skill set of reading, analytical skills, communication and
technology in order to succeed postgraduation. | am sure that every person in this room has heard me say
more than once that | am an advocate on behalf of No Child Left Behind. It is the right thing to do, and the law
is making significant headway in closing the achievement gap, particularly in elementary schools when all
children should be learning basic skills like reading and math. | commend the President, the States, the National
Governors Association, local school districts and both nonprofit and for- profit organizations for recognizing
we need to address our Nations high schools. | am not yet sure there is Federal role or what that role should be,
but I remain committed to learning more and doing whatever | can to make high schools part of the education
reform dialog. The private sector is uniquely qualified to help address the challenges of high school reform,
because businesses recognize the importance of a strong secondary education in preparing...
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