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A Time to Dance, a Time to Die:
The Extraordinary Story of the
Dancing Plague of

By Waller, John.

Icon. 1 Paperback(s), 2009. soft. Book Condition: New. In July
1518 a mysterious and terrifying epidemic struck the city of
Strasbourg. Hundreds of men and women began dancing
wildly, day after day, in the punishing summer heat. They did
not want to dance, but could not stop themselves. Throughout
August and into September more were seized by the same
compulsion; by the time the epidemic subsided, heat and
exhaustion had claimed an untold number of lives. The author
of The Real Oliver Twist and The Discovery of the Germ,
medical historian John Waller gives us a gripping account of
this seemingly fantastical event, explaining why the dancing
plague took place while evoking the sights, sounds, aromas,
hardships, fervent supernaturalism, and the desperate
hedonism of the late medieval world. The extraordinary story
offers rich insights into how people behave when driven
beyond the limits of endurance, the strange capabilities of the
human mind, and the extremes to which fear and irrationality
can lead us. 267.
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R eviews

Undoubtedly, this is actually the very best job by any writer. It is loaded with wisdom and knowledge You will not really
feel monotony at anytime of your respective time (that's what catalogs are for concerning when you check with me).
-- Pr of . La wson Stokes IV      

This published publication is wonderful. Of course, it is actually engage in, still an interesting and amazing literature. It
is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- V ickie Wolff  
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