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illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: . . . Kaweah river. Beneath the shade of thousand-acre groves of oaks,
amongst cottonwood and willow and alder, the rank lush meadow grasses grew, a veritable paradise for the
stockman; for here could be rested and fattened the northbound herds. And, as it was found that the rich river-
bottom soil produced abundantly of the farmers staples, and that the production of wheat on the outlying
plains was profitable, the settlement thrived and prospered. Thus, finding within itself provision for the peace
and plenty of its limited population, and (until the first laying of the Southern Pacific tracks) cut oE from the
main line of travel and sequestered from the nervous stress of modern progress, Visalia was quietly content For
many years the old ways and old methods seemed good to the settlers. Amid the groves the flocks and herds
roamed and multiplied, and in the eastward Sierra lay great summer ranges. But there came a day--
surprisingly long in coming it was--when men from the north, from the older deciduous fruitgrowing sections
of the Santa Clara and Solano, saw with amaze the phenomenal growth and astonishing yield of the trees in
the small orchards planted in the virgin delta by the pioneers. The day also came when men from the south
noted the warm belt along the low western slope of the Sierra, and the striking suitability of its soil for citrus
culture, and ascertained the existence there of underground streams of water close to the surface...
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