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Old Masters How the painters of the Italian Renaissance came to illustrate the Gospel story, why they illustrated
that story so well, and what illustration means, are the subject of the introduction to A Book of the Childhood of
Christ. All that is there said might be repeated here, but it must be supposed that you, who have this book, will
also possess the other. But because this book has for its subject the last days of the life of Jesus Christ upon
earth, and that part of the Gospel story which most strongly stirs the heart and mind of Christians, you who arc
looking at the pictures printed in it must always remember that the great Italian painters of the Renaissance
painted the greatest illustrations of that story ever painted, because they painted in simple faith and for love
rather than, as often happens to-day, for money or from a desire to paint better than other painters. All
through the Bible the Jews are commanded not to worship graven images, and to abstain from idols: and these
commands are continued in the New Testament. The Apostles, preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the
Gentiles, constantly repeated the same commands. Centuries passed, and the Christians, as they grew in
numbers, continued sternly to repeat this order. Presently, here and there, a Christian painter ventured to try
and draw the face or figure of Christ, or of the Virgin Mary with the Infant Saviour. Later these painters did
more - they made pictures, that is to say, they tried to illustrate most of the...
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