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Presbytery, Touching the Subject Matter of the Report The committee appointed by the Presbytery, to visit
Davidson College, and make inquiry concerning its condition and prospects, ask leave to present the following
report. As the object of the Presbytery, in making the inquiry concerning Davidson College, is connected with all
the movements within the State, on the subject of Education, your committee have thought it expedient, to
extend their remarks, so as to embrace an inquiry respecting the expediency of establishing, in North Carolina,
Colleges, in addition to the University. In proceeding to their subject, your committee deem it not irrelevant to
remark, that the importance of an extended and liberal provision for the education of the young, is too
generally admitted, to require an argument in its defence. Whether we consider it, in connexion with the
stability and perpetuity of our political institutions, or with the well being of society, or with individual comfort,
such a provision is equally important. The framers of our State Constitution, under an impression of the
importance of providing means for educating the young, thought it not enough to leave the business to the
contingency of future legislation; but made it a constituent part of the fundamental law of the State, that an
University should be established and fostered. Their views, however, seem not to have reached beyond the
establishment of a single institution. Their calculations were based on the then existing state of things. The Slate
had not, previous to that time, enjoyed...
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